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on won't seek 
re-election 


HARAZ N. GHANBARI AP 


Shown in 2010, Rep. Joe Barton, R-Ennis, has represented the 6th District, which includes much of Arlington and Mansfield, since 1985. 


Forced out of race by scandal, congressman aims to complete term 


BY ANNA M. TINSLEY 
atinsley@star-telegram.com 


U.S. Rep. Joe Barton — who 
has come under fire for a nude 
photo shared online and private 
messages with sexual overtones 
that he exchanged with a fe- 
male constituent — will not 
seek another term in office. 

One day after the Star-Tele- 
gram obtained and published 
Facebook messages that in- 
cluded a mix of politics and 
questions about whether the 
woman was “wearing a tank 
top only ... and no panties,” 
Barton announced he would 
not seek re-election. 
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M GLAD HE CAME TO HIS SENSES. I'M A LITTLE 


DISHEARTENED THAT IT TOOK ME COMING 
FORWARD TO MAKE HIM REALIZE IT’S MORE 
THAN JUST A PICTURE — IT’S A PATTERN. 


Kelly Canon, GOP activist who shared messages with Barton 


“Tm glad he came to his 
senses,” said Kelly Canon, the 
woman with whom the con- 
gressman exchanged messages 
in 2012 and 2013 while he was 
still married to his second wife, 
Terri. “I’m a little disheartened 


that it took me coming forward 
to make him realize it’s more 
than just a [nude] picture — it’s 
a pattern. 
“But I’m very relieved.” 
Canon is active in the Repub- 
lican Party and said she and 


Barton had messaged via Face- 
book for several years, mostly 
to discuss politics. Barton in- 
dicated Wednesday that he 
apologized to Canon, who said 
he did not but that she did not 
ask him to. 

The nude photo of the Ennis 
Republican was shared before 
Thanksgiving, and he later 
apologized for it. 

A number of high-level Re- 
publicans recently called for 
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County Tax Assessor-Collector Ron Wright 
resigns to seek Barton's seat. 9A 


Walton sells 1,460-acre 
ranch west of Fort Worth 


BY MAX B. BAKER 
maxbaker @star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 

After two years on the mar- 
ket and a reduction in price, 
the 1,460-acre luxury cutting 
horse ranch owned by Wal- 
Mart heiress Alice Walton was 
finally sold to a West Texas 
investment group. 

Walton sold the Rocking W 
Ranch to the Three Amigos 
Investment Group of Kermit in 
late September, Parker County 
Appraisal District records 
show. The ranch, about 45 
minutes west of Fort Worth 
near Milsap, includes three- 
quarters of a mile of Brazos 
River frontage. 


The last price listed for the 
ranch, its 4,000-square-foot 
home and 24-stall main show 
barn was $16.5 million, al- 
though two real estate brokers 
involved in the transaction 
could not disclose what Three 
Amigos paid for it. When the 
property was originally listed 
for sale, the price was $19.75 
million. 

A spokeswoman for Walton, 
who now lives in Fort Worth, 
did not provide a comment. 

Tony Underwood, a repre- 
sentative for the Three Amigos, 
could not divulge what they 
paid for the ranch, but court 
records show they didn’t fi- 
nance the purchase. He said 
they will run cattle and other 
livestock on the property. The 


company has plans for the 
cutting horse facility, but he 
said those plans are not final- 
ized. 

For someone wanting to buy 
a little piece of Texas along the 
Brazos, the Walton ranch is 


= 
RODGER MALLISON rmallison@star-telegram.com 


Alice Walton has given up horses to devote more time to a museum. 


considered a gem. It includes a 
blend of improved pastures and 
wildlife-friendly habitat while 
also being located near major 
roadways. 
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BILL O'LEARY (POMPEO) AND JABIN BOTSFORD 
(TILLERSON) The Washington Post 


CIA Director Mike Pompeo, left, 
and Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson 


Officials: 
Trump 
plans to 
replace 
Tillerson 


BY PETER BAKER, MAGGIE 
HABERMAN AND GARDINER HARRIS 


The New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

The White House has devel- 
oped a plan to force out Secre- 
tary of State Rex W. Tillerson, 
whose relationship with Presi- 
dent Donald Trump has been 
strained, and replace him with 
Mike Pompeo, the CIA director, 
perhaps within the next several 
weeks, senior administration 
officials said Thursday. 

Pompeo would be replaced at 
the CIA by Sen. Tom Cotton, 
R-Ark., who has been a key ally 
of the president on national 
security matters, according to 
the White House plan. Cotton 
has signaled that he would ac- 
cept the job if offered, said the 
officials, who insisted on ano- 
nymity to discuss sensitive de- 
liberations before decisions are 
announced. 

It was not immediately clear 
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Tillerson owns several Texas properties, 
including house in Fort Worth. 10A 


LOCAL & TEXAS 


MAN SAVES SON 
FROM STRANGER 


A Haltom City man fought 
off a stranger who grabbed 
his 2-year-old son outside 
their home Tuesday 
evening, police say. 2A 


NATION & WORLD 


SENATE TAX 
PLAN HITS SNAG 


Some legislators, including 
Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn., 
demand that the bill’s $1.5 
trillion tax cut not drive up 
the nation’s debt. 6A 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 


To subscribe or report delivery issues, 
800-776-7827 (STAR) or star-telegram.com/customer-service 


3 


Comics 


Business 
Classified 


8A : DFW.com Weekend 1C : Opinion 
8-11B Lotteries 2A : Puzzles 
9C : Obituaries “A : TV 


BA 
8C i 
7C i 7 


